
By Roderick C. Willis
AFRO Staff Writer

Janice Rogers Brown is the
California Supreme Court justice
who will probably be confirmed
by the U.S. Senate to be placed

on the District of Columbia
Court of Appeals. The recent
accord by the Senate basically
assures that she will be con-
firmed by a majority vote. The
current rumblings and recently
broken impasse between

Democratic and Republican sen-
ators has, at its core, President
Bush’s nominating of candidates
for the federal bench who are not
only conservative, but extreme.

According to U.S. Rep. Mel
Watt (D-N.C.), chairman of the
Congressional Black Caucus,
“The Congressional Black
Caucus strongly opposes the deal
that trades judges who oppose
our civil rights for a temporary
filibuster ceasefire,” said Watt. 

“This is more of a capitulation
than a compromise. Two of the
three judges in the agreed-to
deal, Janice Rogers Brown and
William Pryor, have documented
histories of opposing the rights of
African Americans, and of hostil-
ity to the broad mainstream of
law and rights enacted by the
Congress over the past 75 years,”
he said. 

By Abdur-Rahman
Special to the AFRO

NEW YORK — May 19
would have been the 80th birth-
day of martyred civil rights
leader Malcolm X (El Hajj
Malik El Shabazz), widely
regarded as one of the most
important figures of the 20th
century. To solemnize this
important date, the Shabazz
family, in close collaboration
with the Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture, the
city of New York and
Columbia University, hosted a
historic birthday celebration,
“El Hajj Malik El Shabazz,
Malcolm X: Rebirth of the
Legacy.” 

“Today brings all the cher-
ished and wonderful memories
to the forefront of our think-
ing,” said Ilyasah Shabazz,
daughter of Malcolm X.

The event was held at the
Malcolm X, Dr. Betty Shabazz
Memorial and Educational
Center, located in a part of
what once was the Audubon

Ballroom, the place where the
Muslim leader was tragically
gunned down on Feb. 21, 1965.
The program also celebrated
the 80-year anniversary of the
Schomberg Center

The day began with a press
conference hosted by public

relations executive and author
Terrie Williams, who invited
the Shabazz family to the stage
— Gamila, Malaak, Ilyasah and
grandson Malik.
Understandably, emotions ran

Ceasar for Howard Office of University Communications

CONGRATULATIONS to the metro area’s college
grads, including (above) Howard U’s largest class
ever - 2,897 enthusiastic celebrants!

By Kenneth Mallory
AFRO Staff Writer

A group of about 2,000
former judges, police, prison
wardens and other public offi-
cials is condemning the
national “war on drugs” and
calling for legalization and
regulation of all drugs.

Law Enforcement Against
Prohibition (LEAP), a
Syracuse, N.Y.-based organi-
zation, contends the “war on
drugs,” a term used to
describe national policies that
impose stringent punishments
on the perpetrators of drug
offenses, is wasting taxpay-
ers’ money, causing crime and

violence and harshly impact-
ing African Americans.

“White America doesn’t
care about what’s going on.

By Kenneth Mallory 
AFRO Staff Writer

Media mogul Oprah Winfrey put her money
where her famed mouth was, reaching into her
glittery change purse and pulling out a check for
$1 million made out to the U.S. Dream Academy,
a national mentoring group targeting underserved
children. Helmed by lauded gospel singer
Wintley Phipps, the Academy’s mission is “to
empower at-risk youth to maximize their poten-
tial by providing them with academic, social and
values enrichment through supportive mentoring
and the use of technology.”

Giving remarks at the fourth annual gala for
the Academy held in Washington D.C., at the
Grand Hyatt Hotel, Winfrey said.”You cannot
begin to fulfill humanity on Earth unless you
extend yourself in kindness, in grace, in guid-
ance, and give to somebody else.”

The renowned television host, who has previ-
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AFRO’s
Online Poll

This week’s question:
Mexican President Vicente
Fox recently said “Mexican
immigrants take jobs that
“not even Blacks want.”
Based on the attention his
statement is generating,
which of the following do
you believe? 
a) African-Americans lead-
ers are oversensitive
b) Mexican Americans have
a racist perception of African
Americans.

*AFRO Online Voices. www.afro.com
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A death row inmate 
executed by lethal
injection May 25 was
seeking a delay in the
death sentence, at
least long enough to
donate his healthy liver
to his dying sister.
Should death row
inmates be allowed
such rights?

Yes 94%
No 06%

Continued on A5

By Natika R. Griffin 
AFRO Intern
and Valencia Mohammed
AFRO Staff Writer

A first-of-its-kind report
released last week by the
American Association of
Clinical Endocrinologists
revealed the results of a two-
year study of 157,000 patients,
which found that two out of
three Americans with Type 2
diabetes fail to control their
blood sugar.

Legendary actress and
singer Della Reese was on
hand to help kick off the event
and alert Americans that dia-
betes, while manageable, is
nothing to take lightly. Reese
elaborated on her war with
Type 2 diabetes with serious
humor and, hopefully, will
inspire many to take control of
their lives.

“I am in a war with Type 2
diabetes,” said Reese. “I do
not have it. Diabetes has me. I
have been diagnosed for four
years, but I do not know how
long I have actually had dia-
betes.” 

Reese explained the horror

of being diagnosed with dia-
betes and the heartache of
being concerned about her
career. She said she learned to
take care of herself and knew

Johnnetta Cole

A passion for change

Group wants America to
‘leap’ to drug regulation 

Diabetes managed poorly
by most, study says

By Reggie Williams
Editor

Her passionate activism for change began
unknowingly as a little girl in the segregated
South. Challenged by some neighborhoods boys
who said she couldn’t climb trees because she was
a girl, Johnnetta Cole proved them wrong. Despite
the pain to her tiny knees caused by the climb, she
scaled the tree; and interestingly enough, Cole has
yet to stop climbing. 

In May 2004, Cole was unanimously named the
chair of the board of United Way of America,
marking the first time in the organization’s history
an African American was named to the lofty posi-
tion. 

“We convinced Johnnetta to do this, not
because she would be the first African American to
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Entertainer Della Reese
talks about her experi-
ences with Type 2 dia-
betes during the “State of
Diabetes in America:
Striving for Better
Control” press confer-
ence. 
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Johnnetta Cole, chair of the board for
United Way of America, believes that
positive change in today’s world will
happen.

Oprah writes $1 million
check for youth at gala 
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California Supreme Court Justice Janice Rogers Brown
is seen at a hearing on same-sex marriage, May 25,
2004, in San Francisco. 

Shabazz-Schomburg
debut at Audubon    

AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews
Ilyasah Shabazz poses next to a
statue of her father, Malcolm X,
inside the lobby of the Audubon
Ballroom in New York. 

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY

Justice Janice Rogers Brown

Conservative Bush nominee
‘opposes civil rights’


